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heaven nor hell can be eternal, as a finite cause can
produce only a finite result.

Q. What, then, are the conditions severally, in Kama-
loka, or the astral world, of a very bad man, an ordinary
man and a man with some rational interests ?

Ans. The conditions of after-death life are almost
infinite in their variety. Every ordinary man who has
allowed the rearrangement in his astral body after death
has to pass through the seven subdivisions in turn, though
every one is not conscious in all of them. An ordinary
decent person has not in his body sufficient matter of the
lowest subplane to form a heavy shell. He usually has
matter of the sixth mixed with a little of the seventh, and
so after death he ordinarily finds himself viewing the
counterpart of the physical world.

But a drunkard or a sensualist who has been in the
grip of a lust strong enough, during physical life, to over-
power reason and feelings of decency or family affection,
finds himself after death in the lowest subdivision of the
astral world, for his longings had been such as needed a
physical body for their gratification.  Such a craving
manifests itself as a vibration in the astral body, and
while he was still in the physical world, most of its strength
was used up in setting in motion the heavy physical
particles.   But being in the astral world without the
physical vehicle to deaden and retard the force of the
desire-vibrations, he feels the appetite perhaps a hundred
times more strongly, yet is absolutely unable to satisfy it
for want of a physical body ; and then life is a real hell, the
only hell there is. Yet he is reaping the perfectly natural
result of his own action and no external power is punishing
him. Here most of the suffering results from the non-
satisfaction of vicious desires strengthened and encouraged